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COUNTRY AGE PENSION FUEL CARD 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [2.06 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house of an extremely exciting scheme that I launched with the Minister for Sport and Recreation and the 
Minister for Community Services last week in Albany. The Country Age Pension Fuel Card is an Australian first 
that brings benefits to age pensioners across regional Western Australia. The fuel card is designed to bring some 
equity to the provision of transport support to age pensioners by offering a $500 annual fuel card for the purpose 
of fuel or taxi travel over the next four years. The fuel card recognises that country age pensioners do not have 
access to an extensive public transport network, as their metropolitan counterparts do. It will also help those who 
rely on transport from their family, friends or carers to get to appointments, shopping and other essential 
engagements. 

Last week, Albany pensioner Bill Price told me that the fuel card would allow him and his wife, Sue, to see their 
children and grandchildren more often and to help them attend medical appointments. To give members an idea 
of the positive reception to the scheme, applications opened last Friday, 1 May, and to date—that is, Friday’s 
applications and yesterday’s applications—there have been 4 000 applications; more than 10 per cent of those 
whom we believe are the eligible age pensioners have already got their applications into the system. Australia 
Post has indicated that the uptake rate is overwhelmingly positive and that it breaks several application launch 
records. The feedback from outside of government has also been positive. It has been welcomed by the Western 
Australian Council of Social Service, the Western Australia branch of the Aged Care Association Australia and 
the Royal Automotive Club. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Mandurah! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: To be eligible for the card, applicants must receive an age pension from either Centrelink or 
the Department of Veterans’ Affairs and must reside in one of the 108 local government authorities in regional 
Western Australia. Eligible age pensioners do not have to own a car or have a driver’s licence to qualify for the 
fuel card. There will be one card per eligible age pensioner or per eligible age pensioner couple, in recognition of 
shared transport needs. Age pensioners can apply for the fuel card at 145 Australia Post outlets across Western 
Australia by filling in a simple form and presenting their pensioner concession card.  

Some age pensioners’ payments may be impacted by the receipt of a fuel card. I have written to the federal 
Minister for Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, Jenny Macklin, requesting an 
exemption for the scheme so that age pensioners obtain the full benefit from fuel cards, and I am hopeful of a 
positive outcome with the support of members opposite. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: This is important and members need to hear this. 

Age pensioners on the maximum pension who have no additional income can safely apply for the card with no 
concerns. Others who require information on their individual cases will have to call Centrelink or the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs. 

The Country Age Pension Fuel Card election commitment was aimed at assisting country age pensioners, and 
that is what we have delivered. I have asked the Department of Local Government and Regional Development to 
review the fuel card scheme following one year of operation. This review will consider whether improvements or 
changes need to be made to the scheme. I believe the scheme will make a positive difference for many age 
pensioners who are living on limited fixed incomes and that it will help age pensioners in the regions to maintain 
their mobility and independence.  
 


